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Ribbons graphs are graphs (collections of vertices and edges) with
some minor extra structure. It turns out that this extra structure
makes ribbon graphs a useful tool in a startling array of math-
ematics, including complex analysis, Galois theory, enumerative
geometry, matrix integration, and applications such as computer
vision (face recognition), and mathematical biology (predicting
RNA and protein structures). I will explain what ribbon graphs
are, and how they appear in a few of the applications listed above.


