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Algebraic varieties (or simply varieties) are the zero set of a sin-
gle or multiple polynomial equations, such as parabolas, spheres,
saddles, etc., and the intersections among them. In this talk,
we will introduce varieties in a projective space, and the degree
of these projective varieties. There will be many examples and
bad drawings of pictures to boost your imagination. The only
background we assume is the most important mathematical pre-
requisite: curiosity.

This is in part to serve as a prelude to the Special Mathematics
Colloquium on Thursday, April 2nd, lectured by Oscar Zariski
Distinguished Professor, William Fulton, of the University of
Michigan.




