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The Indian mathematician Srinivasan Ramanujan (1887-1920)
was a self-taught Indian mathematician who worked in obscu-
rity until he wrote a letter to G.H. Hardy in 1913. Hardy quickly
recognized Ramanujan’s genius. He arranged for Ramanujan to
come to Cambridge, and they began one of the most fruitful
mathematical collaborations of all time. Their work has been
very influential in the development of number theory in the past
90 years.

In 1991, Robert Kanigel wrote a biography of Ramanujan entitled
The Man Who Knew Infinity. The book has recently been made
into a movie of the same name. Previews are available on the
internet, and the movie will be in theaters next year.

In this lecture, I will give a brief introduction to Ramanujan’s life
and work. I will also discuss some of the mathematical advances
that were inspired by his work.




