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For centuries, militaries, security agencies, spies, and other groups
of various countries have encrypted and decrypted messages using
algorithms and keys that were agreed upon in advance by sender
and recipient and kept secret. This was inconvenient, costly, and
often required the use of a third party to deliver the keys. With
the increasing need for banks, businesses, and the public to com-
municate using cryptography, this secret key exchange method
was a huge stumbling block. In the md-1970s several mathemati-
cians and computer scientists developed public key cryptography
to overcome this hurdle. The methods, labeled Diffie-Hellman
and RSA, will be explained along with examples. Come see how
efficient algorithms and number theory enable us to communicate
in a secure way.


