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This expository talk will serve as a short introduction to knot theory, a field
which examines objects called knots and links. One of the great things about
this field of study is that it can be approached from either a combinatorial
viewpoint or a geometric viewpoint. Given these two points of view, a nat-
ural question to ask is whether combinatorial information about knots and
links can ever be used to provide geometric information about knots and links
(and vice versa). A family of knots and links where the connection between
combinatorics and geometry seems to be quite strong is the family of hyper-
bolic semi-adequate links. Focusing on this family of links, we will provide an
affirmative answer to the above question in the Combinatorics and Algebra
Seminar on Wednesday November 12.


